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A Santa Cause:

By Ellen Yan e

STAFFWRITER

e 10 little girls at the party across

~ the street didn’t believe in Santa.

‘So under the night sky, a sly

Mr. Claus — a.k.a. neighbor
Charles Russo — gave an impromptu
street show near his home. The girls,
ages 3 to 9, watched in the windows and
couldn’t believe their eyes. It was Santa

stamping in the snow, looking for his

Russo was more used to putting
criminals in jail. But a sucker for kids,

he jingled and stomped, then let out a
blinding spark with a hand device to
cover his disappearance.

Out eameﬂnglrhbm

St. Nmk.Onthemwwnstheemhm,
a little bell and a big boot print.

After all, Santa Russo’s been a pros-
ecutor and criminal defense attorney
who knows the importance of evidence.
He’s also seen the darker side of life as
the assistant director of Melville

stm

Newsday / John H. Cornell Jr.

Holiday Magic

Lawyer plays St. Nick to kindle Chri

spirit’

e ——

Em,aﬁrmhoyl’home,andcur
rent board chairman of an< \«t@
home, Hope House in Port Jefferson.
But for the past five years Russo has
been out to prove that the Christmas
spirit doesn’t always abandon people
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